
GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY

Proto No. 1481/2014 16 August 2014

Appeal of the Cardinal for Prayers for the Persecuted Communities

Dear Rev. Fathers and my dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

Wars are being waged in many countries. The reports of these wars that we come to know
through the media are heart-breaking. The war between Palestine and Israel is very terrifying.
Already 2000 people have lost their lives in the war at Gaza. The civil war that is taking place in
Iraq is as terrible as the war in Gaza. Religious fundamentalists see people belonging to other
faiths as their enemies and try to covert them through sheer brute force. Those who refuse
undergo conversions are asked to pay very heavy taxes, or are being evicted and even murdered.

The attempt to create an atmosphere of terror by resorting to persecutions or to the destruction of
the existence of religious or national minorities deserves most severe condemnation. Beheading
of children, treating women as commercial commodities, persecuting, crucifying or murdering
men perpetrated by these fundamentalists are crimes against humanity.

Thousands of people are going through untold sufferings in Iraq. The destruction that is caused
in Libya and Syria is also heinous. The Civil war in Ukraine is causing the deaths of hundreds of
people.The shooting down of the Malaysian airlines, destroying the innocent lives of298 people,
was a cruel act that shocked the conscience of mankind.

People are not to lose their lives through wars over language or religion. We have to live in
peace and cooperation as the members of the great family of mankind, living in peace and unity.
All the nations of the world have to struggle hard to maintain the feelings of fraternity among
themselves. The United Nations is working intensely to create this sense of brotherhood among
the nations. Our beloved Holy Father, Pope Francis, is asking all the faithful to pray for peace
among the nations. The following words of the Holy Father are worthy of great attention on our
part: "Our brothers and sisters are persecuted, evicted and forced to abandon their houses, being
deprived of all their essential possessions. I am intimating my deep closeness to these families
and nations. Also, I offer my prayers for them constantly. My dear brothers and sisters who are
being persecuted, I know how much you are suffering. Everything that is yours is being taken .
away from you. I join with you in your faith in Him who conquered evil." The special envoy of
the Holy Father, Cardianl Filoni, is now visiting Iraq and comforting the suffering people there. .
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At this time when the war is raging, it would be very appropriate if we recite daily the Prayer that
comes immediately after the Epiclesis in the Holy Qurbana, beginning with the words, "Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the hope of the people on earth and the peace of those in heaven ... ".This
prayer is a request to end all wars and to maintain peace and harmony all over the world. I
would request all of you, the children of God, with deep love, to observe a fast on any
appropriate day, to hold Eucharistic Adorations and to recite other prayers continually as per the
request of the Holy Father so that people may abjure war and live in peace and brotherhood.

Cardinal George Alencherry
Archbishop of Ernakulam-Angamaly

N.B. Kindly make this appeal known to the people
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