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Message of the Chaplain
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P. Thomas Thandappilly CST, Chaplain

Holy Mary and the Month of May
The month of May is traditionally dedicated, by the Catholic Church to the honour of Mary, our Mother
and Queen. The blossoming trees, the emerging spring flowers, the song of birds, the great surge of life
within nature speak to us of Mary whose beauty is being reflected deeply within. Mary, our Mother, our
Sister, our Beloved is truly the most beautiful flower in the Garden of God.

This month of May is dedicated to Mary in many cultures. Since medieval times, we have had this
combination between Mary and the month of May. The custom of devotion to Mary every day of this
month originated in Italy. Some of the very beautiful Catholic traditions are building May Altars,
having May processions in honour of Our Lady crowning her as the Queen. It was spread widely during
the nineteenth century, a century well-known for its monthly devotions. This traditional act of piety was
incorporated also into the Syro Malabar Church. This due honour of Mary in the month of May was
popularly called Vanakkamassam.

In the hustle and bustle of life, let us unite our hearts to that of Mother Mary, to pray to her and to spend
time in her company. Let us offer all our pleas to the Mother of God with greater devotion and
confidence, so that we may obtain her favour and her blessings because she is one who experienced the
cares and hardships of earthly life, the weariness of daily toil, the hardships and trials of poverty, and the
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sorrows of Calvary. Therefore she comes to aid the needs of the Church and the human race. He has
appointed Mary most holy as the generous steward of His merciful gifts.

P. Thomas Mathew TOR, Assistant Chaplain

Important Announcement to the ICC Youth
It is highly recommendable that the Malayalee Catholic Youth of the ICC get a written
invitation from other parishes, agencies or persons, who invite you to attend any
ecclesial programme without your parental accompaniment outside the boundary of the
Archdiocese of Vienna and also get the Chaplain/Assistant Chaplain of the ICC informed,
before you proceed to such events with the prior permission of your own parents.

Please note the following EVENTS

17" May: Prayer Day — the ICC celebrates thanksgiving Mass for the Chaplain and the Assistant
Chaplain at the regular times in Maria Lourdes (11. 30AM) and in Stadlau(5.30PM) on the occasion of
their birthdays.

24™ May: Celebration of the First Communion of the Malayalee Children at 12.00 Noon in Maria
Lourdes. Main Celebrant is HE Sebastian VVadakkel, Bishop of Ujjain and President of the Commission
for Immigrants of the Syro Malabar Church. The children who receive First Communion must reach the
Krypta at 11. 30 am. Their parents may take their place in the first row of benches in the Church. The
Malayalee children who received Communion this year may take their seats together with their parents
in the second row of benches. Altar boys and girls must reach the Krypta at 11. 30 AM.

29" May - Friday: ICC Parish Committee Meeting, at 19. 30 in Maria Lourdes.

31% May: Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation (Firmung) of the Malayalee Youth. The Liturgy
begins at 11. 30 AM in Maria Lourdes Meidling. The Candidates for Confirmation and their parents may
take seats in the first row of benches in the Church.

11" June — Thursday : Fronleichnam Fest: 8. 30 Am> Eucharistic Blessing and Procession from
Caritasheim Schonbrunn to Maria Lourdes. 9.15 Am> Procession to Meidlinger Platz.
9.30 Am> Solemn Mass by HE Bishop Helmut Kratzl. Altar boys and girls in their Red-White Uniform
may reach the Caritasheim at least at 8. 25Am. The ICC Choir sings a Communion-Song at the
Eucharistic celebration.

27™ June - Saturday : ICC Cultural Day Celebration at 18. 00hrs in Haus der Begegnung
Floridsdorf. Let us all contribute our best to the success of this Malayalee Catholic Parish Event to the
Glory of God and to the promotion of our UNITY and SOLIDARITY.

5™ July: Feast of St. Thomas the Apostole, Solemn Mass at 11. 30 AM in Maria Lourdes.
There is NO Malayalam evening Mass in Stadlau.

15™ August — Saturday: Assumption of Our Lady: Malayalam Mass, Litany at 18. 30 in Maria Lourdes.

16™ August: Pilgrimage to Maria Guging. Malayalam Mass at 4 PM. No evening Mass in Stadlau.

Bible Competition 2009

All the Chapters of the Malayalam Gospel —POC Bible- are included in the oral competition to be held
in the Last Week of November 2009. Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. There will be separate
competition for the Youth above 12 years to 18 and for Seniors above 18. Prizes will be given on 6™ Dec. 2009 by
HE Bishop Franz Scharl after the Holy Mass in Meidling.

Verleger : Steephen Chevookaran, Media & Communications for the Indian Catholic Community
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